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St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other,
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts.

October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. A
Our theme for the Autumn term is: 'Family and Community’ \

Our virtues for this half term are: - Compassionate and Loving - E'&‘,_

Dear parents and carers, ) £,
2nd October 2026 2 ‘_ﬂT "
W

What a busy and joyful week we have enjoyed at St. Mary's, with so many opportunities for our
children to pray, lead, celebrate, discover new interests and put their faith into action.

St. Vincent De Paul

We began the week by celebrating the feast day of St. Vincent de Paul, with the children in St. Vincent
de Paul House coming together to mark their House Saint’s special day. Our House Captains did a
wonderful job of leading an afternoon retreat for their peers, providing a thoughtful and prayerful
opportunity to reflect on St. Vincent's example of love, service and care for others.

Extra-curricular assemblies

There has also been plenty of excitement through our extra-curricular taster assemblies, with children
enjoying lively and engaging sessions from Karate and Strings Club. It has been wonderful to see the
children having fun, discovering new interests and learning more about the many opportunities
available to them beyond the classroom.

Prayer Services for parents

Our class saints have also been at the heart of school life this week. 3T celebrated St. Thérése of
Lisieux and 1F celebrated St. Francis, with both classes leading beautiful prayer services for their
parents and families. Thank you to everyone who joined us and shared these very special moments of
prayer and reflection with the children.

National Poetry day

We also marked National Poetry Day and our love of reading, with children across the school enjoying
reading, performing and sharing poetry in their classrooms. It was lovely to see the enthusiasm and
enjoyment that poetry inspired and to celebrate together the joy of words, rhyme and imagination.

Whole school retreat

A particularly special way to end the week was our whole-school retreat, planned and led by our
House Captains. Inspired by St. Thérése and the message “Actions speak louder than words,” they
encouraged us all to think about the little acts of love and kindness we can show each day.

This linked beautifully with our Catholic Social Teaching, reminding us that even the smallest actions
can help another person to feel valued, respected and loved. | was incredibly proud to see how
confidently, thoughtfully and prayerfully our House Captains led their peers. Their leadership was
inspiring and a wonderful example of our children putting their faith into action.



October: the month of the Holy Rosary

As one week ends and a new month begins, October brings another special focus for our prayer life at
St. Mary’s, as we turn our hearts to Our Lady and the Holy Rosary.

Our Spiritual Council are preparing special prayer bags to support families in sharing a moment of
prayer together at home. When your child brings one home, please return it the following day so that
another family can enjoy this special opportunity.

We would also love to see your family prayer moments. Please feel free to share photographs on our X
page or send them to us via the school enquiry email.

RHE Curriculum: Parent Workshops
Next week, we will be consulting with parents about our Life to the Full RHE curriculum, which is fully
endorsed by the Diocese. We warmly invite parents to join us for an information workshop at 2:30pm,
just before afternoon pick-up:

e Tuesday: EYFS, Year 1and Year 2 parents

e Wednesday: KS2 parents
These sessions are an opportunity to learn more about what we teach, how we teach it and why, as
well as to ask questions and share your views with us. We really value your partnership and hope that
many of you will be able to join us.

Parents’ Evening — Booking Opens Monday at midday

We are also looking forward to welcoming you to our upcoming Parents’ Evening, an important
opportunity to meet with your child’s class teacher and talk together about their learning, progress and
development.

Appointment slots will go live on Gateway at midday on Monday 5th October. Please book promptly to
secure a time that works best for you.

Winter Uniform Reminder

Finally, as we move into the autumn months, it is now time for children to be wearing their full winter
uniform, including their school tie and black shoes, unless it is their PE day or an alternative
arrangement has been agreed with school.

A gentle reminder that jewellery should not be worn in school, other than stud earrings and a watch.
Smart watches should not be worn, and necklaces and bracelets should be left safely at home.

School photographs will take place on Thursday 15th October, and we ask that all children come to
school in full winter uniform on this day.

Year 5 playleaders: developing young leaders

A big well done to our newly trained Year 5 Play Leaders! This week,
12 of our Year 5 children visited Bishop Challoner to complete their
Play Leader training. They will now be putting their new skills into
practice by leading games and activities for their peers at
lunchtimes, helping to make our playground an even more active,
inclusive and enjoyable place for everyone. We are very proud of
them for taking on this responsibility and look forward to seeing their
confidence and leadership skills continue to grow.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and for working in partnership with us.
| hope you all have a lovely and restful weekend.
Mrs Yorke, Headteacher



Catholic Life
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Reflecting on this week's Gospel
message, God wants us to:
“Which of the two did the e Listen and respond to what He
will of his father?” 23'53 “SJtO do\ _ |
e Follow Jesus in our actions as we
Matthew 2):3] as our Words
e Share God’s love through our
choices, words and actions

Next week's Mass: - Y5 Mass - St. Faustina

Our next Mass in Church will be on Wednesday 7th
October 2026, starting promptly at 9:15am. Year 5
children will be leading our Mass and Year 6 children
will attend too. All parents are welcome to attend.

Year 3 Prayer Service
St. Therese of Lisieux (30.9.26)

Year 3 led a prayer service this week
dedicated to St. Therese of Lisieux.
Thank you to so many of our families who
joined us for this special celebration.

Year 1led a beautiful prayer service for parents
ahead of their class feast day.
St. Francis of Assisi (4™ October)



4 REASONS TO PRAY THE

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen

IT HELPS US BE HOLIER

This prayer has been a8 greal help fo many in thalr path i

holiness when peayed with davotion

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with
thee; blessed art thou among women and
blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us
sinners, now and at the hour of our death
Amen

Glory Be to the Father,
and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end.
Amen

The Resary has the effect of weakening the action of the devil
in the world and inour lives.

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be
Thy name; Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done; on Earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver
us from evil.

Amen



Whole School Houpe Retieal

The whole school enjoyed a beautiful retreat morning together this week focusing on St Therese of
Lisieux as part of Little Way Week. We reflected on how they can show small acts of kindness and

share great love through small actions
§U Johwy Pauf, 11
8U Winoenls de. Paul

Little Way Week is inspired by
St Thérese of Lisieux, patron of
mission. As a child St Thérese
dreamed of being a missionary.
With age she understood that
very few of us are called to
make big and radical gestures,
but that through small, loving m&
actions we too can deliver
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Reception have enjoyed
representing their homes
through junk modelling this week.

Netional Reetry ey

The theme of this year’s National Poetry Day was ‘wonder’ and the children reflected on the wonder

of Creation to create some beautiful work this week

Year 1 explored the school
grounds to discover the
signs of autumn. They
looked closely at what they
could see, hear, feel and
smell around them before
using our ideas to create
sentences for a beautiful

class poem!

Year 6 created poems based on the
unusual beauty of creation!
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‘“ A snippet of all our wonderful learning this week...

Year 3 have been developing
their vocabulary in Guided
Reading lessons.

Year 2
created their
own poems
based on
Canticle of
the
Creatures by
St Francis of
Assisi

Year 5w
poems a

nature

what they
would miss if

missing.

P

Year 6 created posters about
how to strengthen our
covenant with God and look
after the planet.
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Karate Taster Sessions

Our children have been very lucky to enjoy karate taster assemblies with Josh from USK Karate, who
has worked with St Mary’s for many years. It has been a fantastic opportunity to try something new,
keep active and build confidence. If your child has been inspired, Josh is offering a free trial session,
with morning and evening sessions available here at St Mary’s. Look out for the flyer coming home!
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2 FREE TRIAL SESSIONS .

Strings Club

October half-term

The Strings Club will be bringing
their award-winning Holiday
Camps to St Mary's this
October half term, during the
week beginning 26th October.

Their fun-filled, screen-free _ :
days combine music with Mﬂkﬂ thE A SVRIOSIC A Y LM
creativity, wellbeing and lots of . 550+ 5" Reviews
opportunities to make new Ethﬂﬂl hﬂlldﬂ?i Free Instrument Hire
friends. Children can enjoy unfurgettu bIE Tax Free & Childeane Vouchers

guitar, violin or ukulele sessions, 1 Adult to 8 Children Ratio

alongside art, drama and

creative workshops, energetic
games and outdoor activities.

Children attending for more
than one day can also benefit
from free instrument hire, so no
previous musical experience or

instrument is needed.
Even better, St Mary’s families
receive 10% off The Strings Club
Holiday Camps all year round.
Simply use the code STMPRI26
when booking.




Next week - WB 5.10.26

Black History Month
In October, we learn about black role models and
inspiring people. We celebrate all races and cultures
and the children will have the opportunity to celebrate
their own families, cultures, traditions and
backgrounds - please send in anything your children
could show and talk about to support our learning.

Grandparents Day - 5th October 2026
We are delighted to welcome grandparents into school on Monday
5th October to enjoy some special activities with the children.
Sessions will be half hour with a start time of 1:30pm, 2:200pm or
2:30pm and places are strictly limited to two adults per family.
Please book your chosen time through School Gateway, as
unfortunately we cannot accept walk-ins on the day.

Year 6 Harborne Library Visit - 6.10.26
Year 6 will be visiting Harborne Library next Tuesday.
6R will leave at 8:45am
60 will leave at 10:15am
If you are a parent who would like to attend and support walking
to and from the library, please let the Year 6 staff know.

As part of Year SF's feast day celebration...
Year 5 Mass - 7.10.26 9:15am

@ Year 5 are inviting parents, grandparents, family members
@ ‘ ‘ @ to join them in a special Mass to celebrate the feast of St.

Faustina - 5F's class Saint.

Parents are invited to attend our upcoming Relationships and Health
Education (RHE) parent talks. These sessions will provide an overview of
the year group curriculum and module content, as well as an opportunity
to ask any questions you may have. The talks will take place as follows:
EYFS and Key Stage 1(KS1): Tuesday, 6th October 2026 - 2:30pm
Key Stage 2 (KS2): Wednesday, 7th October 2026 - 2:30pm

Year 6 Assembly - 9th October 2026
We are looking forward to welcoming parents of all Year 6

assembly children into school next Friday 9th October for their year group
assembly.
Mental Health Day - 9th October 2026
Children are invited to wear yellow to school on Friday 9" October
—=" in support of Mental Health Day. They will be taking part in different

activites focussed on mental health throughout the day.



Future dates: -

As part of Year IL's feast day celebration...
Year 1 Mass for parents - 14.10.26 9:15am

|| @ “ﬁ Year 1are inviting parents, grandparents, family

members to join them in a special Mass to celebrate
the feast of St. Luke - 1L's class Saint.

Full school uniform for photo day
Thursday 15th October 2026

Thursday 15" October will be school photo day in
school. Children will be having their individual
photos and photos with siblings (who attend St.
Mary's). It is important that children come to school
on this day in full winter school uniform. If it is
normally a PE day for your child, they just need
pumps / trainers to change in to.

On Friday 17th October, we will be celebrating
Saint Teresa of Avila, the Spanish Carmelite nun -
who is one of only four women to be named
doctor of the Church because of her writings
about how to live a Christian life.
Children who are in St. Teresa of Avila House
Group_ - can come in to school wearing blue on
this day!

% 95 | 99 | 97 94 a5 96

88 | 97 97 99

Lates | 3 0 4 1 2 1 3 3 3 o o 1 1 o

Whole School Attendance so far this 97.4% School Target 97%
year

Well done 2G and 5M: - Our attendance champions!



Open Days
There are several open evenings taking place to support Secondary School choices -
here are a few that have been sent to our enquiry box for your information....

Guernsey - r— Masses

r . ':.‘i._ ; i i m— .
Duke of o A g AT * Reconciliation
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Edinburgh
Prayer

Companbon
Valencia companions

Lourdes
Paris

Community and
Lourdes Belonging Weeks

OPEN EVENING

Thursday 17th September 2026, 6pm - Bpm.

OPEN MORNING

Tuesday 22nd September 2026, 9.10am - 10.00am.
See the school in action!

SATURDAY OPEN MORNING

Saturday 3rd October, 3am - 12pm.
Opportunity for an individual tour of the school.

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School
Saturday 3rd October, 9:00am - 12:200pm

HAGLEY CATHOLRC
HIGH SCHOOL

LE AP FiOA

OPEN
MORNING

Saturday 3™ October 2026
9.00am - 12.00pm

Forming Christ-centered pilgrims of hope with kind hearts,
questionning minds, a thirst for knowledge and a hunger for justice.

"PREBOOK A PERSONAL
TOUR VIA EVENTBRITE

Hagley Catholic High School
Saturday 3rd October, 9:00am - 12:00pm



23S) Before School

Mondays

8:00 - 8:45am  Years1-5

Wednesdays KS1 + KS2

CLU

Karate
7:45-8:30am

i Thursdays

ol K t KS1 + KS2
arate  7.45-8:30am

- Fridays

D KS1 + KS2
Karate .5 8:30am

£4.75 per session

£5 per session

£5 per session

£5 per session

23S After School

Young

Girls
Netball

Engineers

Mondays Years 1-6
3:30-4:30pm

Mondays Years 5-6
3:30 -4:30pm

Mixed
Football

Mixed Mondays
Years 5-6
Football 3:30-4:30pm
Mondays
Y

Chess  3:30- 4:45pm ear3

Mixed Tuesdays Year1
Football 3:30-4:30pm
Create Tuesdays KS1

Club 3:30-4:30pm

Mixed Wednesdays Years 3-4
Football 3:30-4:30pm

Wednesdays
3:30 - 4:45pm

Thursdays
3:30 - 4:30pm

Years 4-6

Year 2

Create
Club

Chess

Choir

Thursdays KS2
3:30 - 4:30pm

Thursdays Years 4-6
3:30 - 4:45pm

Fridays
3:30 - 4:30pm

Years 3-6

£15 per session

£5 per session

£85 per term

£125 annually

£85 per term

£40.50 per
6 week block

£85 per term

£125 annually

£85 per term

£40.50 per
6 week block

£125 annually

£2.50 per session



Throughout October, we will be collecting for our harvest festival. Here are
the items to donate to school if you are able to support our charity work.

Feminine Hygiene Products
Socks and other Foot-care Iltems

Person Hygiene Items such as:
Shower gel, soap, deodorant, combs, hairbrushes, baby
wipes,
hand cream, chap sticks, tooth brushes, tooth paste

New and unopened long life items such as:
Granola bars/snack bars, easy open cans (with pull tabs),
bottles of water, ready to eat meals, biscuits, crackers

Good quality used clothing such as:
Gloves, scarves, blankets, hats, sleeping bags,
warm clothing (jumpers, trousers, vests, coats etc)




Our School Fund is a vital source of income for our school.
It pays for the ‘extras’ such as Inspire workshops, curriculum resources, Christmas activities,
theatre or performances as well as subsidising school trips.
These ‘extras’ are enjoyed by all year groups at St Mary’s throughout the year.

As we have been accepted as a charity for tax purposes, we can claim the tax on donations
to school fund from parents who are UK taxpayers, if those parents sign a Gift Aid
Declaration. This means that for every pound you give we get an extra 25p from the Inland
Revenue, helping your donation go further. Contribution to School Fund is entirely voluntary
and we are very grateful to those parents who regularly support the school in this way.
However, in the last few years the amount of school fund received has dropped quite
significantly. There are probably many reasons for this, but perhaps the most obvious is
remembering to send in a donation every year, half term or term.

Several parents make their contribution by standing order
and we are very grateful to them all.
Please consider this option, as consequently, by setting up a standing order, for say £2 per
month per family, you will guarantee the school a monthly income on which we can reclaim
tax and not have to think about it again whilst your child is at St Mary's.

f you feel unable to sign up to a monthly payment, why not pay £20 per year via
SchoolGateway or a one-off bank transfer, again with a Gift Aid Declaration, if applicable. All
we ask in this instance is that you send us your completed declaration form in an envelope

clearly marked with the name of your child and the value of your donation.
This is an essential book-keeping requirement of the Inland Revenue.

A Gift Aid declaration and a standing order form, have been emailed to you alongside today’s
newsletter. Where appropriate, please complete and return them to school or if you prefer
you can come in to school and fill in a hard copy.

Account Name: St Marys School Fund — Gift Aid

Account
Sort Code: 30-19-14
Account Number: 03595246

As always, we are extremely grateful for the support that we receive from the parents
at St Mary’s and appreciate you helping us be able to put on these events and treats
for the children, which hopefully make their time at St Mary’s more fun and memorable.
If you have any queries or concerns, please contact the school.

We wish for you to be assured of the confidential manner in which the school will treat
your details.



BEETEEMKEEPING SAFE

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or withess to domestic abuse.
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.

Pastoral Team

If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team
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LauraNoone | juise Yorke Jade Preedy  Rachel Jones Sharon Tame Rachel Richards Shania Birchenall
Lead DSL Headteacher AHT Senior Teacher School Counsellor EYFS Lead SENDCo

DHT

Please see the parent/carer
information about the risks and
indicators of Online Harm and
Cyber Crime. The threat of
online child sexual abuse
continues to present a serious
and complex threat to young
people. Police in the West
Midlands region are raising
awareness about this threat,
which includes the risks of
private messaging, coercive
online behaviours and more. If
you are concerned about this
issue, please refer to the
sources of support (which
includes speaking to the DSL at
school - Mrs Noone).




Dates for this Aalf term

Autumn theme - Families and Communities

Autumn | Virtues Compassionate and Loving

Sth October 2026 - all day Grandparents’ Day

6th October 2026 - am Year 6 library visit - 6R (8:4S) and 60 (10:1S)

6th October 2026 - 2:30pm RHE talk for parents - KS|

7th October 2026 - 9:1Sam Year S Mass in Church (Y6 to attend) - Parents welcome

7th October 2026 - 2:30pm RHE talk for parents - KS2

9th October 2026 - 9:1Sam Year 6 Year Group Assembly

WB 12.10.26 School Book Fair in school - please support our book fair

I3th October 2026 - 3:30-6:00 Parent Consultation Evening

lGth October 2026 - 9:1Sam Year | Mass in Church (Y2 to attend) - parents welcome

1Gth October 2026 - 3:30-6:00 Parent Consultation Evening

ISth October 2026 - all day Photo Day - Children in full winter uniform please

16th October 2026 - all day Children in St. Teresa of Avila House - wear blue non-school uniform
2Ist October 2026 - 9:1Sam Reception Welcome Mass (with Year 6 buddies) - Parents welcome
22nd October 2026 - am Flu vaccinations in school

22nd October 2026 - all day Children in St. John Paull Il House - wear red non-school uniform

23rd October 2026 -normal time Children finish today for October half-term (normal finish time)

ﬂ/eﬁ"\. SDOLES JCOY’ ’[KiS year

Autumn
Term Wednesday 2™ September - Friday 23™ October
Half-term
Monday 2™ Movember - Friday 18" December School Closed:
Monday 37 May 2027 - May Bank Holiday
SpTIE IHSET DAYS
Monday 4™ January - Thursday 11 Februa Lot LI
T Y 4 ¥ e Tuesday 1 September 2026
«  Friday 2 October 2028
Half-term - Friday 12" February 2027
i ) «  Monday 28" June 2027
Monday 22™ February - Thursday 23" March Wednesday 21 July 2027
1 more IMSET day to be confirmed
Summer
Term Monday 12" April - Friday 28™ May
Half-term
Monday 7% June - Tuesday 20 July




Year RB
Year RT
Year IF

Year IL

Year 2E
Year 26
Year 3L
Year 3T
Year 47
Year 9M
Year SF
Year SM
Year 60
Year 6R

. of the week

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week:

Xior
Sasha
Andre

Isabella
Aristide
Ethan
Edom
Pablo
Erina
Robyn
Maya
Aaron
Amalie
Sofia

For trying really hard in her handwriting

For listening carefully to adult help and trying her best with her writing!

For striving for excellence in both behaviour and learning. Well done!

For striving for excellence in her learning. Well done!

For contributing to lessons and engaging in meaningful conversations on the carpet.
For always being super helpful in class and writing amazing sentences in English!
For a fantastic attitude, super listening skills and beautiful presentation of all work.
For practising so hard and learning his lines for our prayer service.

Being an excellent role model

For being super helpful and supportive to classmates

For great work in Reading!

For his thoughtful contributions all across the curriculum

For always striving for excellence with her behaviour and in all of her learning

For always striving for excellence and being a fantastic role model to all!




	October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary.
	Our theme for the Autumn term is: 'Family and Community’
	Our virtues for this half term are: - Compassionate and Loving
	Dear parents and carers,
	What a busy and joyful week we have enjoyed at St. Mary’s, with so many opportunities for our children to pray, lead, celebrate, discover new interests and put their faith into action.
	St. Vincent De Paul
	We began the week by celebrating the feast day of St. Vincent de Paul, with the children in St. Vincent de Paul House coming together to mark their House Saint’s special day. Our House Captains did a wonderful job of leading an afternoon retreat for their peers, providing a thoughtful and prayerful opportunity to reflect on St. Vincent’s example of love, service and care for others.

	Extra-curricular assemblies
	There has also been plenty of excitement through our extra-curricular taster assemblies, with children enjoying lively and engaging sessions from Karate and Strings Club. It has been wonderful to see the children having fun, discovering new interests and learning more about the many opportunities available to them beyond the classroom.

	Prayer Services for parents
	Our class saints have also been at the heart of school life this week. 3T celebrated St. Thérèse of Lisieux and 1F celebrated St. Francis, with both classes leading beautiful prayer services for their parents and families. Thank you to everyone who joined us and shared these very special moments of prayer and reflection with the children.

	National Poetry day
	We also marked National Poetry Day and our love of reading, with children across the school enjoying reading, performing and sharing poetry in their classrooms. It was lovely to see the enthusiasm and enjoyment that poetry inspired and to celebrate together the joy of words, rhyme and imagination.

	Whole school retreat
	A particularly special way to end the week was our whole-school retreat, planned and led by our House Captains. Inspired by St. Thérèse and the message “Actions speak louder than words,” they encouraged us all to think about the little acts of love and kindness we can show each day.
	This linked beautifully with our Catholic Social Teaching, reminding us that even the smallest actions can help another person to feel valued, respected and loved. I was incredibly proud to see how confidently, thoughtfully and prayerfully our House Captains led their peers. Their leadership was inspiring and a wonderful example of our children putting their faith into action.
	2nd  October 2026


	October: the month of the Holy Rosary
	RHE Curriculum: Parent Workshops
	Parents’ Evening – Booking Opens Monday at midday
	Winter Uniform Reminder
	Year 5 playleaders: developing young leaders
	This week's Gospel and Prayer
	Mass
	“Which of the two did the will of his father?”
	Matthew 21:31
	Masses

	Next week’s Mass: - Y5 Mass - St. Faustina
	Our next Mass in Church will be on Wednesday 7th October 2026, starting promptly at 9:15am. Year 5 children will be leading our Mass and Year 6 children will attend too. All parents are welcome to attend.
	Year 3 Prayer Service
	St. Therese of Lisieux (30.9.26)
	Year 3 led a prayer service this week  dedicated to St. Therese of Lisieux.
	Thank you to so many of our families who joined us for this special celebration.

	Year 1 Prayer Service: St. Francis of Assisi
	Year 1 led a beautiful prayer service for parents
	ahead of their class feast day.
	St. Francis of Assisi (4th October)


	In the name of the Father,
	and of the Son,
	and of the
	Holy Spirit.
	Amen
	Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
	Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death
	Amen
	Glory Be to the Father,
	and to the Son,
	and to the Holy Spirit.
	As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
	Amen
	Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done; on Earth as it is in Heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread.
	And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
	And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
	Amen
	Whole School House Retreat
	St Alphonsa
	St John Paul II
	St Vincent de Paul
	St Therese of Lisieux, pray for us
	St Gianna
	St Teresa of Avila

	Curriculum Learning
	A snippet of all our wonderful learning this week...

	National Poetry Day
	Wider Opportunities
	Karate Taster Sessions

	Karate Club at St. Mary’s
	Strings Club
	October half-term
	Next week - WB 5.10.26

	Black History Month
	Grandparents Day - 5th October 2026

	Year 6 Harborne Library Visit - 6.10.26
	As part of Year 5F's feast day celebration...
	Year 5 Mass - 7.10.26 9:15am
	Year 5 are inviting parents, grandparents, family members to join them in a special Mass to celebrate the feast of St. Faustina - 5F’s class Saint.
	Year 6
	assembly
	Year 6 Assembly - 9th October 2026
	We are looking forward to welcoming parents of all Year 6 children into school next Friday 9th October for their year group assembly.

	Mental Health Day - 9th October 2026
	Children are invited to wear yellow to school on Friday 9th October in support of Mental Health Day. They will be taking part in different activites focussed on mental health throughout the day.
	As part of Year 1L's feast day celebration...
	Year 1 Mass for parents - 14.10.26 9:15am
	Year 1 are inviting parents, grandparents, family members to join them in a special Mass to celebrate the feast of St. Luke - 1L’s class Saint.



	Full school uniform for photo day
	Thursday 15th October 2026

	Photo Day!
	Thursday 15th October will be school photo day in school. Children will be having their individual photos and photos with siblings (who attend St. Mary’s). It is important that children come to school on this day in full winter school uniform. If it is normally a PE day for your child, they just need pumps / trainers to change in to.
	On Friday 17th October, we will be celebrating Saint Teresa of Avila, the Spanish Carmelite nun - who is one of only four women to be named doctor of the Church because of her writings about how to live a Christian life.

	Children who are in St. Teresa of Avila House Group - can come in to school wearing blue on this day!

	There are several open evenings taking place to support Secondary School choices - here are a few that have been sent to our enquiry box for your information....
	St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School
	Saturday 3rd October, 9:00am - 12:00pm
	Hagley Catholic High School
	Saturday 3rd October, 9:00am - 12:00pm
	Before School
	Mini
	Athletics
	Mondays
	8:00 - 8:45am

	Years 1-5
	Wednesdays
	7:45-8:30am

	Karate
	KS1 + KS2
	Thursdays
	7:45-8:30am

	KS1 + KS2
	Karate
	Fridays
	7:45-8:30am


	KS1 + KS2
	Karate
	£4.75 per session
	£5 per session
	£5 per session
	£5 per session



	After School
	Young
	Engineers
	Mondays
	3:30 - 4:30pm

	Years 1-6
	Girls
	Netball
	Mondays
	3:30 - 4:30pm

	Years 5-6
	Mixed
	Football
	Chess
	Mixed
	Football
	Create
	Club
	Mixed
	Football
	Chess
	Mixed
	Football
	Mondays
	3:30 - 4:30pm
	Mondays
	3:30 - 4:45pm
	Tuesdays
	3:30 - 4:30pm
	Tuesdays
	3:30 - 4:30pm
	Wednesdays
	3:30 - 4:30pm
	Wednesdays
	3:30 - 4:45pm
	Thursdays
	3:30 - 4:30pm

	Years 5-6
	Year 3
	Year 1
	KS1
	Years 3-4
	Years 4-6
	Year 2
	Create
	Club
	Chess
	Thursdays
	3:30 - 4:30pm
	Thursdays
	3:30 - 4:45pm


	KS2
	Years 4-6
	Choir
	Fridays
	3:30 - 4:30pm

	Years 3-6


	Throughout October, we will be collecting for our harvest festival. Here are the items to donate to school if you are able to support our charity work.
	Feminine Hygiene Products
	Socks and other Foot-care Items
	Person Hygiene Items such as:
	Shower gel, soap, deodorant, combs, hairbrushes, baby wipes,
	hand cream, chap sticks, tooth brushes, tooth paste
	New and unopened long life items such as:
	Granola bars/snack bars, easy open cans (with pull tabs),
	bottles of water, ready to eat meals, biscuits, crackers
	Good quality used clothing such as:
	Gloves, scarves, blankets, hats, sleeping bags,
	warm clothing (jumpers, trousers, vests, coats etc)

	Our School Fund is a vital source of income for our school.
	As always, we are extremely grateful for the support that we receive from the parents at St Mary’s and appreciate you helping us be able to put on these events and treats for the children, which hopefully make their time at St Mary’s more fun and memorable.
	If you have any queries or concerns, please contact the school.
	We wish for you to be assured of the confidential manner in which the school will treat your details.
	KEEPING SAFE
	We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse.
	Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.

	Pastoral Team
	If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team
	DHT
	AHT

	Please see the parent/carer information about the risks and indicators of Online Harm and Cyber Crime.  The threat of online child sexual abuse continues to present a serious and complex threat to young people.  Police in the West Midlands region are raising awareness about this threat, which includes the risks of private messaging, coercive online behaviours and more. If you are concerned about this issue, please refer to the sources of support (which includes speaking to the DSL at school - Mrs Noone).


	Dates for this half term
	WB 12.10.26
	Photo Day - Children in full winter uniform please


	Term Dates for this year
	Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week:
	Xior
	Sasha
	Andre
	Isabella
	Aristide
	Ethan
	Edom
	Pablo
	Erina
	Robyn
	Maya
	Aaron
	Amalie
	Sofia
	Year RB
	Year RT
	Year 1F
	Year 1L
	Year 2E
	Year 2G
	Year 3L
	Year 3T
	Year 4J
	Year 4M
	Year 5F
	Year 5M
	Year 6O
	Year 6R
	For trying really hard in her handwriting
	For listening carefully to adult help and trying her best with her writing!
	For striving for excellence in both behaviour and learning. Well done!
	For striving for excellence in her learning. Well done!
	For contributing to lessons and engaging in meaningful conversations on the carpet.
	For always being super helpful in class and writing amazing sentences in English!
	For a fantastic attitude, super listening skills and beautiful presentation of all work.
	For practising so hard and learning his lines for our prayer service.
	Being an excellent role model
	For being super helpful and supportive to classmates
	For great work in Reading!
	For his thoughtful contributions all across the curriculum
	For always striving for excellence with her behaviour and in all of her learning
	For always striving for excellence and being a fantastic role model to all!

