
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of a busy and rewarding first half of the autumn term, I wanted to take a moment to
celebrate some of the highlights we’ve shared as a school community. I am so proud of all the children’s
achievements and am excited to see their further progress through out the year. This week, we have enjoyed
a wonderful Reception Mass and prayerful retreat led by our House Captains.

Reception Welcome Mass
We were delighted to welcome our Reception children into the St. Mary’s family during their very first school
Mass. It was a beautiful and moving occasion, filled with reverence and joy. The whole school gathered to
celebrate, and, despite the rain, our guard of honour—a cherished tradition—made the moment even more
special for our youngest pupils.

John Paul II Retreat
We ended the week with a reflective retreat dedicated to St. John Paul II, beautifully led by our House
Captains. Children in the John Paul II house explored his life and legacy through prayer, discussion, and
creative activities, which was an inspiring way to close the half term.

All Saints homework over half-term
As we prepare to celebrate All Saints’ Day, we are inviting all children to research a saint of their choice over
the half-term break. Children can present their learning in any creative way, such as a drawing, poster, model
or short presentation. When we return to school, we would like every child to share something about their
chosen saint, helping to develop both their knowledge and oracy skills. For our Year 6 pupils, this is also a
wonderful opportunity to begin thinking about a saint who may inspire them as they prepare for
Confirmation.

I am also pleased to report that we welcomed a visitor from the Archdiocese into the school on Wednesday
and to say that he was pleased with the school would be an understatement. Our children’s behaviour was
described as ‘exceptional’ and special mention was made of our efforts towards inclusion and our EYFS
provision. I am so proud of all of the efforts of our incredible staff who go ‘over and above’ to ensure that
every child at St Mary’s both thrives and succeeds. I know that we will continue to work hard for every child
and St Mary’s will continue to go from strength to strength with participation and collaboration from our
families. 

As we head into the half term break, I hope you all find time to rest, recharge, and enjoy some special
moments together. Please stay safe during the season, especially with Bonfire Night approaching, and we
look forward to welcoming the children back on Monday 2nd November, at the usual school time..

Have a peaceful and joyful half-term break.
Mrs Yorke,
Headteacher

23rd October 2026

St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other, 
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts. 

October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary.
Our theme for the Autumn term is: 'Family and Community’

Our virtues for this half term are: - Compassionate and Loving



This week's Gospel and Prayer

Masses

Mass

Matthew 22:21 
‘Then He said to them, “Therefore render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to

God the things that are God’s.”’  

Reception Welcome Mass - 21.10.26 - Harvest

Our next Mass in Church will be on
Wednesday 4  November 2026, th

starting promptly at 9:30am. 
This Mass is a whole school Mass 

from Year 1 - Year 6
All parents are welcome to attend. 

Next Mass: - Whole School Mass - All Saints

Reflecting on this week's Gospel
message, God wants us to:

Know that we belong to Him and
that everything we have is a gift
from Him.
Understand that God wants our
hearts and our love.
Choose to put Him first by following
Jesus and giving our lives to Him..

Reception were wonderful in their very first
Mass at St. Mary’s where we welcomed our

new children and thanked God for the
harvest. Thank you for your kind donations.

St. John Paul II Feast Day
On Thursday, the House Captains led a reflective retreat dedicated to St. John Paul II. This was a

special retreat dedicated to the life and work of St. John Paul II, whose legacy continues to inspire
and shape the lives of many. 





Curriculum Learning
A snippet of all our wonderful learning this week...

Year 5 used repeated subtraction
and same difference to calculate the

change in their ‘shop’ in Maths!

Year 2 had fun completing
their UK unit in Geography
and presenting their own

weather reports in front of
the class

In Maths, Year 3 used place value
to find different representations

of numbers.
Year 1 learnt about online
safety in Computing this

week. They discussed who
they could speak to if

something online worried
them and identified lots of

devices that connect to
the Internet. 

Year 6 wrote some incredible
biographies about a very talented

local hero, Beverley Knight!

Year 4 enjoyed comparing
the city states of Athens
and Sparta from Ancient

Greece in History this week.



WB 2.11.26

Upcoming Dates

All Saints and All Souls Mass - 4.11.26 at 9:30am
Years 1 to 6 will gather on Wednesday for the solemnity

of All Saints and remembrance of All Souls on
Wednesday 4  November at 9:30am. Parents and carers

are warmly welcome to attend.

t

Year 4 Prayer Service - St. Martin de Porres
6.11.26 at 9am

Years 4 parents and carers are warmly welcomed to attend the Year
4 Prayer Service on Wednesday 6  November at 9am. The children

will lead prayer and reflect on 4M’s Class Saint - St. Martin de Porres. 

th

Reception Open Day - 5.11.26 at 10:30am and 1:45pm
We’re looking forward to welcoming both existing families and

potentially new families to the school on Thursday 5
November. We have two sessions running (am and pm) and

both are proving to be very popular. The sessions will consist of
a short talk by Mrs Yorke and school tours led by the Head Boy,

Head Girl and Prefect Team. 

th

It’s a great opportunity to find out more about our wonderful
EYFS and see the ‘school in action’!

OneLife Whole School Retreat - 
Tuesday 10  Novemberth

The children will enjoy a whole school retreat on Tuesday 10
November led by the wonderful Dan and Emily from OneLife
Music. The day is a celebration of Jesus the Good Shepherd.
Reflecting on Psalm 23 and will comprise of music, reflection

and joy that will leave the children both inspired 

th

and renewed in faith.

Non-uniform day/PTA bottle collection - 
Monday 16  Novemberth

Families are invited to donate full bottles (alcoholic or non-
alcoholic) for the Parish/PTA Christmas Fair in exchange for
children wearing their own clothes to school on Monday 16
November. Bottles will be collected at the top of the school

drive before school on 16.11.26 also. 

th



Reception cohort - September 2027
Have you a child who is

Reception age next year -
September 2027?

We’d love to extend our
welcome to you, to come and

look around our fantastic school.

A member of staff within the Archdiocese is undertaking research as part of a PhD
and is keen to hear the views and experiences of parents and carers whose children

attend Catholic primary schools. 
The research is a survey which should take no longer than 5 minutes.

The findings from this research will be used to help enhance and support Catholic
education, so we would be very grateful for your participation. Parents and carers of
all faiths, and those of no faith, are warmly encouraged to take part – your views and

experiences are important.
Participation is entirely voluntary, and consent can be withdrawn at any time.

To find out more and take part, please visit:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/YcKE9XC8vC
 Thank you for supporting this valuable research.

Request for assistance 
with research project

Contact the school office
to book your place!



Parish/PTA Events



Signposting for our Families

To book a place, please visit: https://www.trybooking.com/uk/event/120757 

Elmhurst Ballet School Open Day 2026



 A Letter to Parents/Carers from
West Midlands Police  



K E E P I N G  S A F E



If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team

Louise Yorke
Headteacher

Rachel Jones
Senior Teacher

Rachel Richards
EYFS Lead

Sharon Tame
School Counsellor

Laura Noone
Lead DSL

DHT

Jade Preedy
AHT

Shania Birchenall
SENDCo

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse. 
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.

K E E P I N G  S A F E

Pastoral Team 

Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority. 
Good attendance is 96% and above

Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you
have any problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to

improve your child’s attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or a member of the SLT team.
We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter

each week.

Attendance and Punctuality: -
Our attendance for last week was -



Autumn theme - 

Autumn 2 Virtues

Monday 2  November 2026nd

4th November 2026 - 9:30am

5th November 2026 - am/pm

6  November 2026 - 9amth

WB 9  November 2026th

10  November 2026 - all dayth

11th November 2026 - 9:15am

16th November 2026 - am

18th November 2026 - 9:15am

20th November 2026 - 9:15am

21st November 2026 - Midday

25th November 2026 - 9:15am

WB 30  November 2026th

30th November 2026 - 1:30pm

1  December 2026 - 3:30pmst

2nd December 2026 - 3:15pm

2nd December 2026 - 7pm

3rd December 2026 - 3:30pm

4th December 2026 - 7pm

WB 7  December 2026th

8  December 2026 - 9:30amth

9th December 2026 - 1:30pm

10th December 2026 - all day

10th December 2026 - 9:30am

11  December 2026 - 9amth

WB 14  December 2026th

15th December 2026 - 2:15pm

16th December 2026 - 2:15pm

17th December 2026 - 2pm

18th December 2026 - 9:30am

18th December 2026

 

Families and Communities

Faith-filled and Hopeful

Children bring in their homework about their chosen Saint

Y1-Y6 Mass (All Saints) - Parents/Carers welcome

Reception Open Day (10.30am and 1:45pm)

Year 4 Prayer Service in Hall - Parents/Carers welcome

British Values Week

Whole School Retreat

Year 4 Mass in Church (Y3 attending) - Parents/Carers welcome

Non-uniform day and collection of bottles for Parish/PTA Christmas Fair

Year 6 Mass in Church (Y5 attending) - Parents/Carers welcome

Year 5 Assembly for parents

Parish / PTA Christmas Fair

Year 2 Mass in Church (Y1 attending) - Parents/Carers welcome

Advent Week 1 - Hope

Years 4, 5 and 6 Penitential Service in Church 

KS1 Christmas Disco

Reception Christmas Disco

PTA Wreath Making Workshop

KS2 Christmas Disco

Carols by Candlight in Parish Centre

Advent Week 2 - Faith

Whole School Mass (Feast of the Immaculate Conception) - Parents/Carers welcome

Year 5 ukulele concert in Hall - Year 5 Parents/Carers welcome

Christmas jumper day and Christmas dinner for children

Reception Nativity in Church for Parents/Carers

Year 3 Prayer Service in Hall - Parents/Carers welcome

Advent Week 3 - Joy

Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity in Church for Parents/Carers

Year 3 and Year 4 Christmas Assembly in Hall for Parents/Carers

Year 5 and Year 6 Carol Service in Church for Parents/Carers

Whole School Christmas Mass - Parents/Carers welcome

Last day of term - early finish as follows:

1:40pm - Reception

1:45pm - Siblings

1:50pm - Key Stage 1

2pm - Key Stage 2

Dates for next half term



Term Dates for this year 



Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week: 

For engaging well and taking part in Now Press Play! 
For being a model St Mary's pupil, striving for excellence in all that she does!  
For joining in during class discussions and using great oracy! 
For her best in all her learning!
For trying really hard with your Exciting Writing! Well Done! 
Participating wonderfully during discussions across all subjects this week! 
For an improvement in work and attitude to work. Keep it up Luka. 
Showing resilience and determination in all areas of learning. He is working hard, trying his best
and trying to make positive choices every day 
For striving for excellence during lessons. Well Done! 
Excellent group work  
Good work and participation across the subjects this week 
For her thoughtful contributions to class discussions. Well done! 
For her fantastic participation in class and always striving for excellence- well done! 
For being a fantasti role model and always striving fir excellence  

Year RB
Year RT
Year 1F
Year 1L
Year 2E
Year 2G
Year 3L
Year 3T

Year 4J
Year 4M
Year 5F
Year 5M
Year 6O
Year 6R

Oscar
Felicity
Ben
Mia
William
Mary
Luka
Rogan

Nalan
Joshua
Raika
Willow
Savannah
Adadike
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