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Telephone: 0121 464 2141
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Headteacher: Mrs L. J. Yorke M.Ed.

St. Mary's mission: To love God above all things by: learning together, loving ourselves, loving each other,
loving all people, loving life itself and constantly striving for excellence worthy of our God-given gifts.

October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. g e

Our theme for the Autumn term is: 'Family and Community’
Our virtues for this half term are: - Compassionate and Loving

Dear Parents and Carers, 23rd October 2026 % L .

As we come to the end of a busy and rewarding first half of the autumn term, | wanted to take a moment to
celebrate some of the highlights we've shared as a school community. | am so proud of all the children’s
achievements and am excited to see their further progress through out the year. This week, we have enjoyed
a wonderful Reception Mass and prayerful retreat led by our House Captains.

Reception Welcome Mass

We were delighted to welcome our Reception children into the St. Mary’s family during their very first school
Mass. It was a beautiful and moving occasion, filled with reverence and joy. The whole school gathered to
celebrate, and, despite the rain, our guard of honour—a cherished tradition—made the moment even more
special for our youngest pupils.

John Paul Il Retreat

We ended the week with a reflective retreat dedicated to St. John Paul |, beautifully led by our House
Captains. Children in the John Paul Il house explored his life and legacy through prayer, discussion, and
creative activities, which was an inspiring way to close the half term.

All Saints homework over half-term

As we prepare to celebrate All Saints’ Day, we are inviting all children to research a saint of their choice over
the half-term break. Children can present their learning in any creative way, such as a drawing, poster, model
or short presentation. When we return to school, we would like every child to share something about their
chosen saint, helping to develop both their knowledge and oracy skills. For our Year 6 pupils, this is also a
wonderful opportunity to begin thinking about a saint who may inspire them as they prepare for
Confirmation.

| am also pleased to report that we welcomed a visitor from the Archdiocese into the school on Wednesday
and to say that he was pleased with the school would be an understatement. Our children’s behaviour was
described as ‘exceptional’ and special mention was made of our efforts towards inclusion and our EYFS
provision. | am so proud of all of the efforts of our incredible staff who go ‘over and above’ to ensure that
every child at St Mary’s both thrives and succeeds. | know that we will continue to work hard for every child
and St Mary’s will continue to go from strength to strength with participation and collaboration from our
families.

As we head into the half term break, | hope you all find time to rest, recharge, and enjoy some special
moments together. Please stay safe during the season, especially with Bonfire Night approaching, and we
look forward to welcoming the children back on Monday 2nd November, at the usual school time..

Have a peaceful and joyful half-term break.
Mrs Yorke,
Headteacher



Catholic Life
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Reflecting on this week's Gospel ; Matthew %‘2:2/
message, God wants us to: Then He said to them, “Therefore render to

* Know that we belong to Him and Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to
that everything we have is a gift 600' the i’/’)iV)gS that are 600',5 ”»>

from Him.

¢ Understand that God wants our
hearts and our love.

¢ Choose to put Him first by following
Jesus and giving our lives to Him..

Reception Welcome Mass - 21.10.26 - Harvest

Reception were wonderful in their very first
Mass at St. Mary’s where we welcomed our
new children and thanked God for the
harvest. Thank you for your kind donations.

B

Next Mass: - Whole School Mass - All Saints

Our next Mass in Church will be on
Wednesday 4" November 2026,
starting promptly at 9:30am.
This Mass is a whole school Mass
from Year1- Year 6
All parents are welcome to attend.

St. John Paul 1l Feast Day

On Thursday, the House Captains led a reflective retreat dedicated to St. John Paul Il. This was a
special retreat dedicated to the life and work of St. John Paul I, whose legacy continues to inspire
and shape the lives of many.

Life with Christ is a

wonhderful adventure.

Pope John Paul II




Discover a Saint!
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p Choose a Saint Get Creative! Q Be Ready to Share

; You can present your
information in any way you like:

» |t could be a saint you
already know or a new
one to discover!

Find out about their life,
what they did, and how
they showed God's love

= a drawing or painting

+ a poster or fact file

» ashort speech or presentation
a piece of creative writing

in the world. * amodel, collage or comic strip
* a video or anything else
that shows what you have
learned!
. ts _rl.-}"!-' =
i E_ Eﬁ"ln - 3 .
Th ¢ that p 2L L
how ¥ ble :
5 0551 . ?
givess 5 P20~ B\ Saints’ Dg
for every A celebration of ordinary peo,.

oo did extraordinary things for God

Year 6... | “Surrounded by sucha
This is a great opportunity to think great cloud of witnesses...
abl*:”t your chosen sairt ahead 2 Hebrews 12:1
your Confirmation, How might their

life and exampile inspire your own

ives !
faith iuurne-,l? in our .En.rerjdaj lives!

guinti
can all ht___.--"‘ I':? —_—

We

When we return to school
we will be celebrating
All Saints’ Day.

We would love everyone
to have something to say
about their saint.

You might like to show a
picture you have created
and tell us a few key facts
= this will also help develop
your oracy skills!

Let your saint

inspire You--
can We [earn
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@ A snippet of all our wonderful learning this week...

&

In Maths, Year 3 used place value
to find different representations
of numbers.

Year 2 had fun completing

Year 1learnt about online their UK unit in Geography
safety in Computing this and presenting their own
week. They discussed who weather reports in front of

they could speak to if the class

something online worried
them and identified lots of
devices that connect to

Year 4 enjoyed comparing
the city states of Athens
and Sparta from Ancient

Greece in History this week.

Year 5 used repeated subtraction
and same difference to calculate the
change in their ‘shop’ in Maths!

Year 6 wrote some incredible
biographies about a very talented
local hero, Beverley Knight!

|Mw],_.'.;(-m' — | (. :S ',;‘

i @3

| -

-



WB 2.11.26

All Saints and All Souls Mass - 4.11.26 at 9:30am
Years 1to 6 will gather on Wednesday for the solemnity
of All Saints and remembrance of All Souls on
Wednesday 4' November at 9:30am. Parents and carers
are warmly welcome to attend.

/srmwscmm Reception Open Day - 5.11.26 at 10:30am and 1:45pm
R O R Y We're looking forward to welcoming both existing families and

potentially new families to the school on Thursday 5™
November. We have two sessions running (am and pm) and
both are proving to be very popular. The sessions will consist of
a short talk by Mrs Yorke and school tours led by the Head Boy,
Head Girl and Prefect Team.
It's a great opportunity to find out more about our wonderful
EYFS and see the ‘school in action’!

Year 4 Prayer Service - St. Martin de Porres
6.11.26 at 9am

Years 4 parents and carers are warmly welcomed to attend the Year
4 Prayer Service on Wednesday 6™ November at 9am. The children
will lead prayer and reflect on 4M’s Class Saint - St. Martin de Porres.

Upcoming Dates

Onelife Whole School Retreat -

Tuesday 10*" November
The children will enjoy a whole school retreat on Tuesday 10™
November led by the wonderful Dan and Emily from OnelLife
Music. The day is a celebration of Jesus the Good Shepherd.
Reflecting on Psalm 23 and will comprise of music, reflection
and joy that will leave the children both inspired
and renewed in faith.

Non-uniform day/PTA bottle collection -
Monday 16" November
Families are invited to donate full bottles (alcoholic or non-
alcoholic) for the Parish/PTA Christmas Fair in exchange for
children wearing their own clothes to school on Monday 16™
November. Bottles will be collected at the top of the school
drive before school on 16.11.26 also.




Reception cohort - September 2027

Have you a child who is
Recemjoﬂ 2027

Reception age next year -

ST MARY'S CATHOLIC o' e to vt our
PRIMARY .SCHOOL OPEN DAY welcome to you, to come and
(Th”“d“? 5" November 2025) look around our fantastic school.

e Morning Tour: 18:38 - 11:3@ ’
¢« Afternoon Tour: 13:45 - 14:45 l

Email: enquiry@stmaryrc.bham.sch.uk
to book your place

OUR MISSION %
TO LOVE GOD ABOVE ALL THINGS

BY
LEARNING TOGETHER For more information call our school
LOVING QURSELVES E
LOVING EACH OTHER office on: 8121 464 2141 or| visit our

LOVING ALL PEDPLE

LOVING LIFE ITSELF ‘website:
AND

L https://www.stmaryrc.bham.sch.uk/web/

EXCELLENCE september_20827 _reception_class /7208899
WORTHY OF OUR GOD GIVEN GIFTS.

S

Contact the school office
to book your place!

Request for assistance
with research project

A member of staff within the Archdiocese is undertaking research as part of a PhD
and is keen to hear the views and experiences of parents and carers whose children
attend Catholic primary schools.

The research is a survey which should take no longer than 5 minutes.

The findings from this research will be used to help enhance and support Catholic
education, so we would be very grateful for your participation. Parents and carers of
all faiths, and those of no faith, are warmly encouraged to take part — your views and
experiences are important.

Participation is entirely voluntary, and consent can be withdrawn at any time.

To find out more and take part, please visit:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/YcKE9XC8vC
Thank you for supporting this valuable research.




Parish/PTA Events

Parish Centre, Vivian Road, Harborne

“<Saturday 21 Nuvemherj;-r

¢+ »» 12.00-3.00pm « 3
2+ Weth Live Carol Singers 1 " €. +

Q::n:ﬁ: Sratts | A ' Battls Tambels

ﬁ[l‘m-:-lniﬂm:-:l: = Chrisimas Hockings

ﬁl"'l.lh!ﬂ Wine & Minced Ples

g - Festive Sendwiches B Diminks

5 4
“ FREE ENTRY

(£4 for Santa’s Grotto)




Elmbhurst Ballet School Open Day 2026

UPell 08T 20779

Whole School Open Day
Thursday 5th November

Curious about life at Elmhurst? Come and see it for yourself.

Cur Whole School Open Day is your chance to step inside a world-leading
wocational dance school and expenence a day in the life of our students.
Guided by the young dancers who know Elmhurst best, you'll explore our

studios and facilities, see our Artistic and Academic classes in action, and mest
the people shaping the future of dance training.

Timetable

Session 1- 10:30am - 12:10pm
10:30am - Registration and refreshments
10:30am - Presentation in our Theatre
11:10am - Student lead tour of the school

12:10pm - End of session

Session 2- 11:10am - 12:30pm

11:13am - Registration and refreshments
11:33am - Presentation in our theatre
11:33am - Student lead tour of the school

12:35pm - End of session

To book a place, please visit: https://www.trybooking.com/uk/event/120757



1 A Letter to Parents/Carers from
West Midlands Police

Diear parenis and cansrs,
This is a message from West Midlands Police about Halloween and Bonfire Night.

We viant everyons to have an enjoyakbls Hallowsen and Sonfire Might this Cctober half term. This
k=tier is to provide you vith useful advice to kesp you, your child, and your commmunity safe.

2im thie run up to half term, your child might get a visit from one of our local officers visiting their
school to deliver imporiant messages about how to stay safe around firsworks and kesp

themsshies safz in the darker nights.

To help stan that conversation with your child about personal safety, siranger danger, and
antisocial behaviour School Officer PC Smith has created a short video for you to watch with your
child. Waich here: hitps-/fyoutu be/hylRMESEERL

Trick-or-treating safety tips:

= Accompany young children while tick-or-treating and talk o your child abowt staying with
their friends. Tell them never to enter a property they do not know.

+ Flan 3 =afz route in familiar neighbourhoods, use pelican and zebra crossings, and stick
to weel-it streets.
Add reflective tape to costumes and cammy flashlights or glow sticks.
Wake sure phones are charged, have location apps umed on, and keep it out of sight
wihen they are not using it
Kesp a light on in your home to help welcome your chikdren home and prevent burglars.
We aszk that children do not visit homes that display a ‘no trick-or-treating” sign a5 this fime
of year can be unsettling for many.

It i= abways best to check any sweets, gifts, or toys children have besn given whils frick-or-
treating.

Fireworks and Bonfire Safety Tips:

+ Attend 3 pubfic firework display rather than handling fireworks at horme, Mever allow
children to handle fireworks or sparklers without supsrvision.

+ Talk to your children sbout the danger of pointing fireworks 3t people or buildings. Police
can prosecute for dangerous uss of firewaorks.

= Wiear high-vis jackests, glow sticks, or give a torch to your children.

= Before visiting & bonfire or firework display talk to your child about 3 safe meeting place or
a fime to regroup after the event.

=+ Mewer create a bonfire. or stari a fire, in 3 pubfic space, againsi a building, or next to
vehizles. Call the fire service on 888 if you see any fires in public spaces or in public bins.

Ahwrays ask What ars your child's plans? How are they going to enjoy firewerks and bonfire
night =afely?

Throughout half term, local officers will b= patrolling your fown centres, visting community hubs
and podicing large events. Stop by and say "hello’ if you 522 us gut and about.

Ini =n emergency, you can report misuse of firewarks or dangerous behaviowr o ws on 280, To
report non-ife-threatening incidents ar antisocial behaviour please contact us online by searching
WP report’ or calling us on 101.

You can report 100% anonymoushy ta Crimestoppers by calling 0800 555 111.

Thank you,

West Midlands Police



KEEPING SAFE
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TS KEEPING SAFE

We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to
ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse.
Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.

Pastoral Team

If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team
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Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority.
Good attendance is 96% and above
Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you
have any problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to
improve your child’s attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or a member of the SLT team.
We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter
each week.

Attendance and Punctuality: -
Our attendance for last week was -

Week 19/10/26-23/10/26

% 94 | 94 ( Be 97 85 93 93 | 96 | 95 89 96 a5 93

Lates | 2 3 3 1 1 1 2 & 8 2 1 3 1 1

Whole School Attendance so far this 57.3% School Target 97%
year

Well done 5F: - Our attendance champions!




Autumn theme -

Autumn 2 Virtues

Monday 2" November 2026
Gth November 2026 - 9:30am
Sth November 2026 - am/pm
6" November 2026 - 9am

WB 9% November 2026

10" November 2026 - all day
llth November 2026 - 9:1Sam
16th November 2026 - am
18th November 2026 - 9:1Sam
20th November 2026 - 9:1Sam
2Ist November 2026 - Midday
25th November 2026 - 9:1Sam
WB 30" November 2026

30th November 2026 - 1:30pm
I** December 2026 - 3:30pm
2nd December 2026 - 3:1Spm
2nd December 2026 - 7pm
3rd December 2026 - 3:30pm
4th December 2026 - 7pm

WB 7" December 2026

8" December 2026 - 9:30am
9th December 2026 - 1:30pm
10th December 2026 - all day
10th December 2026 - %:30am
1™ December 2026 - 9am

WB 14" December 2026

ISth December 2026 - 2:15pm
16th December 2026 - 2:1Spm
17th December 2026 - 2pm
18th December 2026 - 9:30am
13th December 2026

(ales JCOY’ nexl &abc teym

Families and Communities

Faith-filled and Hopeful

Children bring in their homework about their chosen Saint
Y)-¥6 Mass (All Saints) - Parents/Carers welcome

Reception Open Day (10.30am and 1:4Spm)

Year 4 Prayer Service in Hall - Parents/Carers welcome

British Values Week

Whole School Retreat

Year 4 Mass in Church (Y3 attending) - Parents/Carers welcome
Non-uniform day and collection of bottles for Parish/PTA Christmas Fair
Year 6 Mass in Church (¥S attending) - Parents/Carers welcome
Year S Assembly for parents

Parish | PTA Christmas Fair

Year 2 Mass in Church (Y| attending) - Parents/Carers welcome
Advent Week | - Hope

Years 4, S and 6 Penitential Service in Church

KS! Christmas Disco

Reception Christmas Disco

PTA Wreath Making Workshop

KS2 Christmas Disco

Carols by Candlight in Parish Centre

Advent Week 2 - Faith

Whole School Mass (Feast of the Immaculate Conception) - Parents/Carers welcome
Year S ukulele concert in Hall - Year S Parents/Carers welcome
Christmas jumper day and Christmas dinner for children
Reception Nativity in Church for Parents/Carers

Year 3 Prayer Service in Hall - Parents/Carers welcome

Advent Week 3 - Joy

Year | and Year 2 Nativity in Church for Parents/Carers

Year 3 and Year 4 Christmas Assembly in Hall for Parents/Carers
Year S and Year 6 Carol Service in Church for Parents/Carers
Whole School Christmas Mass - Parents/Carers welcome

Last day of term - early finish as follows:

* 140pm - Reception

* 14Spm - Siblings

* 1SOpm - Key Stage |

* 2pm - Key Stage 2



Merm Dales for this vear

Autumn
Term Wednesday 2™ September - Friday 23™ October
Half-term
Monday 2™ Hovember - Friday 18" December
Spring
Term Monday 4™ January - Thursday 11™ February
Half-term
Monday 22™ February - Thursday 25" March
Summer
Term Monday 12" April - Friday 28™ May

Half-term

Monday 7 June - Tuesday 20™ July

School Closed:

Monday 3 May 2027 - May Bank Holiday

INSET DAYS

«  Tuesday 1" September 2026
Friday 2*¢ October 2026
Friday 12'" February 2027
Monday 28 June 2027
Wednesday 21" July 2027

'l more INSET day to be confirmed




Year RB
Year RT
Year |F
Year IL
Year 2E
Year 26
Year 3L
Year 3T

Year 47
Year M
Year SF
Year SM
Year 60
Year 6R

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week:

Oscar  For engaging well and taking part in Now Press Play!
Felicity ~ For being a model St Mary's pupil, striving for excellence in all that she does!

Ben For joining in during class discussions and using great oracy!

Mia For her best in all her learning!

William  For trying really hard with your Exciting Writing! Well Done!

Mary Participating wonderfully during discussions across all subjects this week!
Luka For an improvement in work and attitude to work. Keep it up Luka.

Rogan  Showing resilience and determination in all areas of learning. He is working hard, trying his best
and trying to make positive choices every day

Nalan  For striving for excellence during lessons. Well Done!

Joshua  Excellent group work

Raika Good work and participation across the subjects this week

Willow  For her thoughtful contributions to class discussions. Well done!

Savannah For her fantastic participation in class and always striving for excellence- well done!

Adadike  For being a fantasti role model and always striving fir excellence
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	October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary.
	Our theme for the Autumn term is: 'Family and Community’
	Our virtues for this half term are: - Compassionate and Loving
	23rd October 2026
	Dear Parents and Carers,
	As we come to the end of a busy and rewarding first half of the autumn term, I wanted to take a moment to celebrate some of the highlights we’ve shared as a school community. I am so proud of all the children’s achievements and am excited to see their further progress through out the year. This week, we have enjoyed a wonderful Reception Mass and prayerful retreat led by our House Captains.
	Reception Welcome Mass
	We were delighted to welcome our Reception children into the St. Mary’s family during their very first school Mass. It was a beautiful and moving occasion, filled with reverence and joy. The whole school gathered to celebrate, and, despite the rain, our guard of honour—a cherished tradition—made the moment even more special for our youngest pupils.

	John Paul II Retreat
	We ended the week with a reflective retreat dedicated to St. John Paul II, beautifully led by our House Captains. Children in the John Paul II house explored his life and legacy through prayer, discussion, and creative activities, which was an inspiring way to close the half term.

	All Saints homework over half-term
	As we prepare to celebrate All Saints’ Day, we are inviting all children to research a saint of their choice over the half-term break. Children can present their learning in any creative way, such as a drawing, poster, model or short presentation. When we return to school, we would like every child to share something about their chosen saint, helping to develop both their knowledge and oracy skills. For our Year 6 pupils, this is also a wonderful opportunity to begin thinking about a saint who may inspire them as they prepare for Confirmation.
	I am also pleased to report that we welcomed a visitor from the Archdiocese into the school on Wednesday and to say that he was pleased with the school would be an understatement. Our children’s behaviour was described as ‘exceptional’ and special mention was made of our efforts towards inclusion and our EYFS provision. I am so proud of all of the efforts of our incredible staff who go ‘over and above’ to ensure that every child at St Mary’s both thrives and succeeds. I know that we will continue to work hard for every child and St Mary’s will continue to go from strength to strength with participation and collaboration from our families.
	As we head into the half term break, I hope you all find time to rest, recharge, and enjoy some special moments together. Please stay safe during the season, especially with Bonfire Night approaching, and we look forward to welcoming the children back on Monday 2nd November, at the usual school time..
	Have a peaceful and joyful half-term break.
	Mrs Yorke,

	Headteacher
	This week's Gospel and Prayer
	Matthew 22:21
	‘Then He said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”’
	Masses
	Reception Welcome Mass - 21.10.26 - Harvest

	Reception were wonderful in their very first Mass at St. Mary’s where we welcomed our new children and thanked God for the harvest. Thank you for your kind donations.
	Next Mass: - Whole School Mass - All Saints
	Our next Mass in Church will be on Wednesday 4th November 2026,
	starting promptly at 9:30am.
	This Mass is a whole school Mass
	from Year 1 - Year 6
	All parents are welcome to attend.



	St. John Paul II Feast Day
	Curriculum Learning
	A snippet of all our wonderful learning this week...
	WB 2.11.26

	All Saints and All Souls Mass - 4.11.26 at 9:30am
	Reception Open Day - 5.11.26 at 10:30am and 1:45pm
	Year 4 Prayer Service - St. Martin de Porres
	6.11.26 at 9am
	OneLife Whole School Retreat -
	Tuesday 10th November
	Non-uniform day/PTA bottle collection -
	Monday 16th November
	Reception cohort - September 2027
	Contact the school office to book your place!
	Request for assistance
	with research project

	Parish/PTA Events
	Elmhurst Ballet School Open Day 2026
	To book a place, please visit: https://www.trybooking.com/uk/event/120757

	A Letter to Parents/Carers from West Midlands Police
	KEEPING SAFE
	KEEPING SAFE
	We are an operation encompass school. Therefore school is working alongside the police to ensure support for any child who has been involved in or witness to domestic abuse.
	Please find more information about this on our website or contact the school office.

	Pastoral Team
	If you require any support from school please speak to a member of our pastoral team
	DHT
	AHT

	Good attendance, continues to be a school and government priority.
	Good attendance is 96% and above
	Remember below 95% is a concern and below 90% is classed as persistent absence. If you have any problems with regards to getting your child to school or you are struggling to improve your child’s attendance, please speak to Mrs. Yorke or a member of the SLT team.
	We will announce the attendance for the previous week in this section of the newsletter each week.

	Attendance and Punctuality: -
	Our attendance for last week was -


	Dates for next half term
	Monday 2nd November 2026
	21st November 2026 - Midday
	10th December 2026 - 9:30am
	15th December 2026 - 2:15pm
	16th December 2026 - 2:15pm
	17th December 2026 - 2pm
	18th December 2026
	Children bring in their homework about their chosen Saint
	Parish / PTA Christmas Fair
	Reception Nativity in Church for Parents/Carers
	Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity in Church for Parents/Carers
	Year 3 and Year 4 Christmas Assembly in Hall for Parents/Carers
	Year 5 and Year 6 Carol Service in Church for Parents/Carers
	Last day of term - early finish as follows:

	Term Dates for this year
	Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week:
	Year RB
	Year RT
	Year 1F
	Year 1L
	Year 2E
	Year 2G
	Year 3L
	Year 3T
	Year 4J
	Year 4M
	Year 5F
	Year 5M
	Year 6O
	Year 6R
	Oscar
	Felicity
	Ben
	Mia
	William
	Mary
	Luka
	Rogan
	Nalan
	Joshua
	Raika
	Willow
	Savannah
	Adadike
	For engaging well and taking part in Now Press Play!
	For being a model St Mary's pupil, striving for excellence in all that she does!
	For joining in during class discussions and using great oracy!
	For her best in all her learning!
	For trying really hard with your Exciting Writing! Well Done!
	Participating wonderfully during discussions across all subjects this week!
	For an improvement in work and attitude to work. Keep it up Luka.
	Showing resilience and determination in all areas of learning. He is working hard, trying his best and trying to make positive choices every day
	For striving for excellence during lessons. Well Done!
	Excellent group work
	Good work and participation across the subjects this week
	For her thoughtful contributions to class discussions. Well done!
	For her fantastic participation in class and always striving for excellence- well done!
	For being a fantasti role model and always striving fir excellence

